The desert year (Viking explorer books)

Now back in print, Joseph Wood Krutch’s Burroughs Award–winning The Desert Year is as
beautiful as it is philosophically profound. Although Krutch—often called the Cactus
Walden—came to the desert relatively late in his life, his curiosity and delight in his
surroundings abound throughout The Desert Year, whether he is marveling at the majesty of
the endless dry sea, at flowers carpeting the desert floor, or at the unexpected appearance of an
army of frogs after a heavy rain.Krutch’s trenchant observations about life prospering in the
hostile environment of Arizona’s Sonoran Desert turn to weighty questions about humanity
and the precariousness of our existence, putting lie to Western denials of mind in the “lower”
forms of life: “Let us not say that this animal or even this plant has ‘become adapted’ to desert
conditions. Let us say rather that they have all shown courage and ingenuity in making the best
of the world as they found it. And let us remember that if to use such terms in connection with
them is a fallacy then it can only be somewhat less a fallacy to use the same terms in
connection with ourselves.”This edition contains 33 exacting drawings by noted illustrator
Rudolf Freund. Closely tied to Krutch’s uncluttered text, the drawings tell a story of ineffable
beauty.
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bravura storytelling of Kipling with the A Journey in Kind: Viking Blood and millions of other
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Books . Jo Tatchell on Desert Nations Books . Could you tell me a bit about why you chose to
write about polar exploration? Its always very difficult to probe ones motives, but I was once
a foreign correspondent, The Observers man in the Nordic area for 15 years. In my off the
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